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KENTUCKY STATE FAIR HONORED WITH
SEVEN AWARDS AT INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

LOUISVILLE, KY (December 12, 2014) — The Kentucky State Fair received international honors
at this week’s annual International Association of Fairs and Expositions Convention held in Las
Vegas. The Fair was recognized in the communications, agriculture and competitive exhibits
categories.

The Fair took home three awards in the communications division: second place for the 2014
Kentucky State Fair brochure, third place for the 2014 Kentucky State Fair print newspaper ad
and third place for the 2014 Kentucky State Fair T-shirt.

In the agricultural awards program, the Fair placed second for the Kentucky Farm to School
Junior Chef Competition, a component of the Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s Farm to
School Program. The Kentucky Farm to School Junior Chef Competition, held daily on the
Gourmet Garden stage during the 11-day Kentucky State Fair, provides a unigue competition
for high school students to develop culinary experience and skills and crowns a state Junior
Chef champion school.

In addition, the Kentucky State Fair earned a first, second and third place award in the
competitive exhibits awards division. The 4-H Cloverville Country Ham exhibit display won first
place and the Kentucky Department of Agriculture Homegrown by Heroes Display placed
second. The fairy garden entry category in the plants and flowers department placed third as a
new and unigue exhibit among fairs in 2014.

“We are honored to be recognized among the top Fairs in the country,” said Clifford “Rip”
Rippetoe, president and CEO of the Kentucky State Fair Board. “Our Fair showcases the best
of Kentucky and these awards showcase the best of the best.”

The IAFE awards competition featured more than 1,000 fairs this year. The international
award competition is divided into 5 divisions based on Fair attendance.

“The Kentucky State Fair is one of the premier fairs in the nation, and these awards prove it,”
said Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner James Comer. “It’s especially gratifying that the IAFE



recognized two Kentucky Department of Agriculture programs that we created last year.
Congratulations to all our friends at the Kentucky State Fair for these well-deserved honors.”

The International Association of Fairs and Expositions (IAFE) is a voluntary, not-for-profit
corporation, serving state, provincial, regional, and county agricultural fairs, shows, exhibitions
and expositions. The entries are evaluated and judged by a team of industry leaders.
The Annual Convention and Trade Show, held in Las Vegas, is the largest event serving fairs,
shows, exhibitions, and expositions.
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The Kentucky State Fair is an 11-day celebration of the history, heritage and culture of the Bluegrass State. More than
600,000 attend America’s largest indoor fair, which uses over 1.2 million square feet of contiguous exhibit space at the
Kentucky Exposition Center. While its roots are in agriculture, the Kentucky State Fair has grown into a trade and
public education exposition, as well as a major entertainment venue. The World’s Championship Horse Show, held
during the Fair, is the world’s richest and most prestigious Saddlebred show. Attendees and exhibitors contribute over
$16.8 million annually in economic impact. The Kentucky State Fair & World’s Championship Horse Show are owned
and produced by the Kentucky State Fair Board, an agency of the Kentucky Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet.



